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    Abstract

        Objectives: Following earlier research which showed that certain types of physicians are more likely to be sued for malpractice, this study explored (1) whether graduates of certain medical schools have consistently higher rates of lawsuits against them, (2) if the rates of lawsuits against physicians are associated with their school of graduation, and (3) whether the characteristics of the medical school explain any differences found.

        Design: Retrospective analysis of malpractice claims data from three states merged with physician data from the AMA Masterfile (n=30 288).

        Study subjects: All US medical schools with at least 5% of graduates practising in three study states (n=89).

        Main outcome measures: Proportion of graduates from a medical school for a particular decade sued for medical malpractice between 1990 and 1997 and odds ratio for lawsuits against physicians from high and low outlier schools; correlations between the lawsuit rates of successive cohorts of graduates of specific medical schools.

        Results: Medical schools that are outliers for malpractice lawsuits against their graduates in one decade are likely to retain their outlier status in the subsequent decade. In addition, outlier status of a physician’s medical school in the decade before his or her graduation is predictive of that physician’s malpractice claims experience (p<0.01). All correlations of cohorts were relatively high and all were statistically significant at p<0.001. Comparison of outlier and non-outlier schools showed that some differences exist in school ownership (p<0.05), years since established (p<0.05), and mean number of residents and fellows (p<0.01).

        Conclusions: Consistent differences in malpractice experience exist among medical schools. Further research exploring alternative explanations for these differences needs to be conducted.
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    Footnotes
	
              
              ↵* ”High” and “low” outliers are defined as above the 90th percentile or below the 10th percentile of the distribution of the percentage of graduates sued. A second analysis adjusts the percentage of graduates sued for various “risk factors” such as (eventual) specialty of the graduate and age.

            
	
              
              ↵† Time periods of graduation were defined as: pre-1960, 1960–9, 1970–9, and 1980–9. Since physicians who had graduated from medical school after 1990 would hardly have had a chance to be sued, we omitted this time category from our analyses.

            
	
              
              ↵‡ Inserting the actual values of the independent variables provides the value x′α. The predicted probability is actually ex′α/(1 + ex′α).

            
	
            
            ↵§ This variable was included to control for any selection bias that might results from over-representation of certain schools in the dataset (e.g. more University of Florida graduates than University of Utah graduates in the three states).

          
	
        See editorial commentary, pp 324–5
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